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KABUSHIKIKAISHA MATSUI SEIS AKUSHO 



1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



This REPORT consists of a total of . 



4 sheets, includmg this cover sheet 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
a. Q (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 



sheets, as follows: 



I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. rn (s^^^ International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

» containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in tiie Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I Basis of the report 

I I Box No. n Priority 

I I Box No. m Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

I I BoxNo. rv Lack of unity of invention 

1^ Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

I I Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

I I Box No. VII Certain defects m the international application 

I I Box No. Vin Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the ptupose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55,2 and/or 55.3) 

. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "onginalfy filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

1^ The international application as originally filed/furnished 
I I the description: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

1* received by this Authority on 



pages'** received by this Authority on 



I I the claims: 

pages , as originally filed/fumished 

pages'** > ^ amended (toge&er with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I the drawings: 

pages t as originally filed/fumished 

pages* receivedby this Authority on ^ 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3, 1 I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages ^ 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing ^pecijj'j: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listmg (specif): . 



4. This leport has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. _ 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs . 



I I the sequence listmg (^pecgQ;^: 

I I {)nytable(s) related to sequence listing fjy^ecdJ;^:. 
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Int^^^^al application No. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 


1 Statement 






Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-4 YES 




Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


3 YES 




Claims 1 / 


2,4 NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-4 YES 




Claims 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Document 1: JP 2-9605 A (Matsui Mfg. Co.), 12 January 1990 
Document 2: JP 54-23253 A (Mitsui Engineering & 

Shipbuilding Co., Ltd.), 21 February 1979 
Document 3: JP 2000-127153 A (Kabushiki Kaisha Matsui 

Seisakusho) , 9 May 2000 
Document 4: JP 9-292176 A (Suzuki Motor Corporation, 

Matsui Mfg. Co.), 11 November 1997 
Document 5: JP 2000-301535 A (Purasumeeto Kabushiki 

Kaisha) , 31 October 2000 



Claim 1 

The invention set forth in claim 1 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1, 2 and 3 
cited in the international search report. It would be easy 
for a person skilled in the art to conceive of applying 
the feature set forth in document 2, wherein "the 
sxibstance to be dried present on the outer periphery of an 
inner chamber is heated indirectly with hot air which 
passes through the inner chamber" and the feature set 
forth in document 3, wherein "partition walls are provided 
radially to a tube to which a heater is provided" , to the 
"drying device" set forth in document 1. 
Claim 2 

The invention set forth in claim 2 does not involve 
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an inventive step in the light of documents 1, 2 and 4 
cited in the international search report. It would be easy 
for a person skilled in the art to conceive of applying 
the feature set forth in document 3, wherein "the 
substance to be dried is fed from a collecting device into 
a hopper", and the feature set forth in document 4, 
wherein "the substance to be dried within a hopper is 
circulated", to the "drying device" set forth in document 
1. 



Claim 3 

The invention set forth in claim 3 involves an 
inventive step in relation to documents 1 to 4 cited in 
the international search report- Documents 1 to 4 do not 
set forth a feature wherein "a material transport tube is 
constituted of a flexible hose detachably connected to a 
collecting device", and it would not be easy for a person 
skilled in the art to conceive of said feature. 



Claim 4 

The invention set forth in claim 4 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 1, document 2, 
document 3, document 4 and document 5 cited in the 
international search report. It would be easy for a person 
skilled in the art to conceive of applying the 
configuration of a "hopper comprising a body portion and a 
conical portion linked in such a manner as to be able to 
be separated by a hinge and tightening means" set forth in 
document 5 to the "drying device" set forth in document 1. 
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